PATENT 

AMENDMENT(S) TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (cxirrently amended) A snow melting system, comprising: 
a controller; 

a first heater supplying heat under the control of said controller, said first heater supplying 
heat at a power density; 

a moisture detection apparatus located apart from said first heater, said moisture detection 
apparatus commimicatively coupled to said controller; and 

a second heater located proximate to said moisture detection apparatus, said controller 
directing power to said second heater at an other power density, said other power density 
substantially the same as said power densit y, said second heater having a potential power density 
higher than said power density, said controller controlling said power to thereby cause said other 
power density to approximate said power density . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 2, wherein said controller causes said other 
power density to approximate said power density by alternately applying said power to said 
second heater and not applying said power to said second heater. 

4. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein said controller discontinues the supply of 
heat after a predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by said moisture detection apparatus. 
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5. (original) The system of claim 4, wherein said predetermined time is one of less than 
and equal to approximately one hour, 

6. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein said controller discontinues supplying said 
power if an air temperature is detected higher than a predetermined temperature. 

7. (original) The system of claim 6, wherein said predetermined temperature is 
approximately SS"" Fahrenheit. 

8. (currently amended) A method of tracking the removal of snow and moisture, 
comprising: 

providing a controller connected to a first heater, a second heater and a moisture sensor; 

dissipating at least one of snow and water by heat from said first heater, said dissipating 
5 occurring at a dissipation rate; and 

substantially matching said dissipation rate on said moisture sensor by heat from said 
second heater by modulating p ower to said second heaten said moisture sensor located apart from 
said first heater. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, fiirther comprising the step of discontinuing the 
supply of energy to said first heater after a predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by said 
moisture sensor. 
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10. (original) The method of claim 9, wherein said predetermined time is one of less than 
and equal to approximately one hour. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of not checking for 
moisture when an air temperature is detected higher than a predetermined temperature, 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein said predetermined temperature is 
approximately 38^ Fahrenheit. 

13. (currently amended) A method of tracking snow melting, comprising the steps of: 
providing a controller connected to a first heater, a second heater and a moisture sensor; 
dissipating power in said first heater at a power density; and 

supplying power to said second heater to heat a moisture sensor at approximately said 
5 power density, said moisture sensor located apart fi^om said fiirst heate r; and 

controlling said power being sunnhed to said second heater to approximate said power 
density by altematelv a pplying said power to said second heater and not applying said power to 
said second heater to thereby approximate said power density . 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, fiirther comprising the step of discontinuing said 
dissipating step and said supplying step after a predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by 
said moisture sensor. 
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1 5. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein said predetermined time is one of less 
than and equal to approximately one hour. 

16. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of discontinuing said 
dissipating step and said supplying step if an air temperature is detected higher than a 
predetermined temperature. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein said predetermined temperature is 
approximately 38*^ Fahrenheit. 

18-19 (cancelled) 
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